38,  Holly  Walk, 
Leamington  Spa. 

September,  1954. 

To  the  Council  of  the  Borough  of  Royal  Leamington  Spa. 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  fourth  annual 
report  upon  the  health  of  the  Borough.  Birth  rates  are  higher 
and  death  rates  lower  than  last  year  and  an  increase  of  660  has 
taken  place  in  the  population.  The  infantile  mortality  rate 
remained  low  and  there  were  no  maternal  deaths. 

Scarlet  Fever  was  once  again  prevalent  and  the  number  of 
cases  of  Pneumonia  notified  was  much  above  the  recent 
average.  There  was  also  an  outbreak  of  Acute  Anterior  Polio¬ 
myelitis  during  the  summer  and  autumn,  consisting  of  ten 
confirmed  cases  and  one  death.  The  number  of  Tuberculosis 
notifications  rose  also  above  the  average  and  is  an  index  of 
the  increased  vigour  with  which  sources  of  infection  are  being 
sought  out.  Although  the  level  of  notifications  was  much 
exceeded,  only  four  deaths  occurred  from  this  cause,  a  rate  of 
0.11  per  thousand  of  population  or  over  5  per  cent,  of  the  total 
notified. 

The  distribution  of  deaths  by  causes  was  not  materially 
different  from  1952  :  it  is  regretted  that  the  total  for  1952 
was  erroneously  shown  on  page  5  of  last  year's  report  as  601, 
whereas  the  true  figure  was  only  461. 

Progress  was  made  with  the  preparation  for  the  Brook 
Street  Clearance  Area  and  it  reflects  credit  upon  the  care  with 
which  the  documents  were  prepared  and  the  detailed  inspec¬ 
tions  made  that  the  proposals  passed  the  public  enquiry 
stage  and  were  confirmed  by  the  Minister  without  any  signi¬ 
ficant  amendment  or  alteration.  A  further  clearance  order 
was  made  affecting  six  houses  in  Albion  Place  and  Kenilworth 
Street  and  this  too  was  confirmed  but  the  Corporation  did  not, 
as  in  the  case  of  Brook  Street,  seek  a  compulsory  purchase 
order  for  the  site. 

The  duties  of  inspection  under  the  Pet  Animals  Act,  1951, 
which  at  first  devolved  upon  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
were  transferred  to  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 


2 


This  latter  post,  now  filled  ably  by  Mr.  A.  J.  Smith,  was 
established  in  a  reorganisation  of  the  department  following  the 
resignation  of  Mr.  G.  H.  Hammond  early  in  1953.  Mr.  Ham¬ 
mond  as  a  result  of  prolonged  ill-health  decided  to  retire  on 
attaining  the  age  of  sixty  years.  He  took  with  him  the  good 
wishes  of  Councillors  and  staff  at  the  end  of  over  forty  years 
loyal  service  to  this  authority. 

A  number  of  complaints  regarding  noise  were  received 
during  the  year  and,  as  this  is  not  a  statutory  nuisance,  only 
informal  action  was  taken.  Other  complaints  related  to  the 
fouling  of  footpaths  by  dogs  which,  despite  a  local  byelaw,  has 
been  a  vexed  question  for  many  years  past. 

Some  increase  took  place  in  investigation  of  reports  re¬ 
garding  the  care  of  aged  persons  and  details  of  cases  observed 
or  assisted  are  given  under  the  heading  of  National  Assistance 
Act,  1948. 

It  remains  for  me  to  thank  the  members  and  officers  of 
this  council  for  kind  encouragement  and  help  in  the  past  year. 

I  am, 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 

D.  LIVINGSTONE, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF 
THE  BOROUGH  OF  ROYAL  LEAMINGTON  SPA 


Medical  Officer  of  Health  : 

D.  Livingstone,  M.B.,  D.P.H. 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  : 

A.  J.  Smith,  M.S.I.A.,  M.R.San.I. 

Additional  Sanitary  Inspectors  : 

W.  E.  Davies,  M.S.I.A.,  M.R.I.P.H.H. 

A.  P.  L.  Wallis,  M.S.I.A.  (from  1-5-53). 

Clerk  and  Meteorological  Observer  : 

A.  H.  Stalworth 

Disinfector  : 

W.  Jackson 

Rodent  Operative  : 

P.  Jackson 

Public  Analyst : 

F.  G.  D.  Chalmers,  M.A.,  B.Sc.,  F.I.C. 
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Borough  of  Royal  Leamington  Spa 


A.  Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  of  the  Year. 


Population  (estimated)  Mid-year,  1952 
Birth  Rate  (Crude) 

Birth  Rate  (Corrected) 

Still  Birth  Rate — Rate  per  1,000  total  births 
Death  Rate  (Crude) 

Death  Rate  (corrected) 

Deaths  from  Diseases  and  f  From  Sepsis 

Accidents  of  Pregnancy  and  \  ,,  other  causes 

Child-birth 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  1  year  of  age  : — 

All  Infants  per  1,000  live  births 
Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live 
births 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live 
births 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages) 

,,  ,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 


37,390 

18.3 

17.5 
16.1 

11.6 

10.4 


24.9 


25.0 


21.8 


Population. — An  increase  of  660  over  the  estimated  figure  for  1952. 

Birth  Rate. — This  shows  some  improvement  over  recent  years  and 
the  rate  after  correction  for  various  factors  is  above  that  for 
England  and  Wales,  viz.  15.5. 

Death  Rate. — This  after  correction  is  lower  than  that  for  England  and 
Wales,  viz.  11.4.  The  deaths  of  persons  over  65  years  are  analysed 
as  follows  : — 

Age  at  death  :  65-75  yrs.  75-85  yrs.  85  and  over 

116  135  55 

Infant  Mortality. — Is  again  lower  than  the  average  for  the  past  ten 
years  and  also  below  that  for  England  and  Wales,  viz.  26.8.  Eleven 
stillbirths  were  registered  during  the  year,  6  males  and  5  females, 
a  rate  of  0.29  per  1,000  population. 

Statistics  for  the  past  8  years  and  also  for  England  and  Wales  in 
1953  will  be  seen  under  Table  II. 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE 

BOROUGH 


Laboratory  Facilities. — The  following  examinations  were 
made  at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Coventry  during 
1953. 


Swabs  (from  throat  or  nose), 

Positive 

Negative 

Total 

examined  for  Diphtheria 

— 

3 

3 

Dysentery 

— 

2 

2 

Tuberculosis  ...  . 

— 

4 

4 

It  may  be  noted  here  that  many  investigations  under 
the  heading  of  Tuberculosis  are  carried  out  annually  through 
the  organisation  of  the  local  chest  clinic  and  numerous  throat 
swabs  and  stool  cultures  for  dysentery,  etc.  are  examined  in 
hospital  laboratories. 


LOCAL  HEALTH  SERVICES  (WARWICKSHIRE 

COUNTY  COUNCIL) 

Infant  Welfare  Centres. — 4,  Hamilton  Terrace,  alternate 
Wednesdays  and  every  Thursday  and  Friday,  p.m.  ;  Bowling 
Club,  Lillington,  each  Monday,  p.m.  Home  Help,  Health 
Visiting,  Domicilary  Nursing  and  Midwifery  services  ;  local 
enquiries  to  Area  Health  Office,  38,  Holly  Walk,  Leamington 
Spa  ('Phone  2998  and  2999).  An  infant  welfare  centre  will  be 
opened  during  1954  at  No.  1  Community  Centre,  Tachbrook 
Road  on  alternate  Wednesday  afternoons. 

Ambulance  facilities. — The  County  Council’s  Ambulance 
Depot  at  Lakin  Road,  Warwick  (Telephone  No.  Warwick  86) 
serves  the  Borough  of  Royal  Leamington  Spa. 

Hospital  services. — General  or  maternity  cases  are 
admitted  to  the  Warneford  or  Warwick  hospitals  ;  Tuber- 
losis  patients  go  to  Hertford  Hill  Sanatorium  and  mental 
illness  is  treated  at  the  Central  Hospital,  Hatton.  There  is 
also  a  Maternity  Home  at  3,  The  Butts,  Warwick,  which 
receives  for  confinement  some  women  resident  in  the  Borough 
of  Leamington  Spa.  Additional  beds  are  available  for  Tuber¬ 
culosis  patients  at  Heathcote  Hospital,  Warwick,  and  St. 
Wulstan’s  Hospital,  Malvern. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 

Water. — The  sources  of  the  Town’s  water  were  as  des¬ 
cribed  for  previous  years,  and  can  be  supplemented  to  a 
small  extent  by  supplies  from  outside  the  Borough. 

1.  Quality  has  been  good  and  the  quantity  has  suf¬ 
ficed  for  the  town’s  needs  owing  to  care  taken  to  prevent 
waste.  It  may  not  be  inappropriate  here  to  mention  the 
Water  Inspectors  who  have  been  active  throughout  the  year 
in  detecting  leakages  and  preventing  waste.  Substantial 
quantities  of  river  water  are  taken  from  the  river  Learn  and  in 
addition  there  are  a  number  of  wells.  Rather  less  however,  was 
drawn  from  the  latter  this  year  than  last  with  the  object  of 
conserving  these  supplies,  and  a  very  substantial  increase  has 
taken  place  in  the  draw  from  the  river  source.  Although  the 
reports  from  bacteriological  and  chemical  analysis  have  been 
satisfactory,  there  have  been  several  complaints  regarding 
strong  and  unpleasant  tastes  alleged  to  have  been  noticed 
from  time  to  time.  This  is  thought  to  arise  from  the  chlorina¬ 
tion  of  river  water  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  installation  of  a 
dechlorinator  plant  will  render  this  water  more  palatable  in 
future. 

2.  Bacteriological  and  chemical  analyses  are  made 
monthly  of  the  well  waters  and  weekly  of  the  raw  and  filtered 
river  water. 

3.  The  water  is  not  excessively  plumbo-solvent  and  no 
special  precautions  are  taken  against  this. 

4.  Chlorination  plants  are  installed  at  all  sources  of 
supply.  They  have  operated  satisfactorily  and  no  contamina¬ 
tion  has  been  reported. 

5.  The  bulk  of  the  population  has  piped  water  available 
within  their  houses  though  it  will  be  realized  that  many 
persons  who  live  in  rooms  have  a  shared  supply.  There  are 
still  49  standpipes  existing  in  the  Borough  which  are  known 
to  supply  196  houses  and  serve  an  estimated  population  of 
784  persons.  Piped  supplies  now  serve  approximately  9,269 
houses  in  the  borough  having  an  estimated  occupancy  of 
36,292  persons.  These  figures,  which  do  not  include  shops  and 
places  of  business  with  parts  let  off  as  dwelling  houses,  show 
that  an  additional  356  houses  have  been  furnished  with  a 
mains  water  supply. 
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CHEMICAL  ANALYSIS  OL  RIVER  WATERS 
Results  expressed  in  parts  per  100,000 

(9th  September,  1953) 


Free  and  Saline  Ammonia  . . . 

U  n filtered 
River  Water 

0.0052 

Filtered 
River  Water 

0.0020 

Albuminoid  Ammonia 

0.0224 

0.0176 

Chlorine  in  Chlorides 

3.4 

3.5 

Nitrogen  in  Nitrates  ) 

Nitrogen  in  Nitrites  j 

U.l 

0.1 

Oxygen  absorbed  from 

Permanganate  at  80°  F.  in 

4  hours 

0.190 

0.093 

Total  Solids  drived  at  100°  C. 

68 

68 

Appearance — U.F.C.  . . .  Slightly  turbid  few  small  particles. 

F.C.  ...  Bright  few  small  particles. 

)  Temporary 

...  23.5 

...  19.5 

Hardness  1-  Permanent 

...  33.5 

...  35.0 

1  Total 

...  57.0 

54.5 

Nitrite 

0.0001 

Absent 

Metals 

Absent 

Absent 

Free  Chlorine 

. . .  — 

0.07 

PH  value 

7.9 

7.3 

Dissolved  C02 

1.6 

3.5 

Alkalinity  as  C03 

11.4 

...  10.3 

Conditions  of  Filtration  Plant — 
Time  and  date  of  sample  :  10  a 

.m.,  9th  Sept., 

1953. 

Rate  of  Filtration  :  34,000  g.p.h. 

Position  at  which  taken  :  Filter  House. 

Albumia  Dose  :  3.32  g.p.h. 

Copper  Sulphate  :  0.52  parts  per  million. 

Whether  or  not  dosed  with  Chlorine  :  Yes.  1.151bs.  per  hour. 
Residual  Chlorine  :  0.85  P.P.M. 

After  Filtration  :  Nil. 

Immediate  :  0.60  P.P.M. 

After  20  mins.  :  0.50  P.P.M. 

Remarks  : 

River  Flow  =  4.0  MG/D.  Water  good. 

Hazen  Raw  =  30 A  Units. 

Hazen  Treated  =  Less  than  5A  Units. 

Taste  Good. 

Weather  Forecast  Mild. 
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General  Information. 


1.  .New  mains  laid  in  1953 — 
Town  Water  Mains 
River  Water  Mains 


Yards 

5676 


2. 


3. 


Amount  of  Water  pumped  in  1953 
Corporation  Source. 

From  Campion  Terrace 
,,  Lillington 
,,  Brewery  Well 
,,  Leicester  Lane 
,,  River  (filtered) 

,,  River  (unfiltered) 


Gallons. 

88,681,000 

104,204,000 

5,634,200 

25,727,000 

240,789,000 

67,129 


Outside  Sources.  Gallons. 

Taken  from  Warwick  R.D.C.  ...  Nil. 
Water  supplied  to  Warwick  R.D.C.  10,289,000 

Daily  consumption  of  Town  Water  per  head  39.48  galls 
River  Water  supplied  to  Residents  per  head  2.59 
River  Water  supplied  annually  to  Rail¬ 
way  Companies  ...  ...  31,840,000 


Swimming  Baths. — On  May  23rd,  1949,  the  small  swim¬ 
ming  bath  was  taken  over  for  medical  purposes,  so  that  the 
figures  here  given  are  for  the  large  bath.  The  total  number  of 
those  using  the  baths  during  the  twelve  months  ended  31st 
December,  1953,  was  111,911.  The  average  attendance  per 
week  during  the  Summer  season  (May  to  September)  was  3,606 
and  during  the  Winter  season  1,086.  These  figures  represent 
an  increase  in  use. 

Examinations  of  the  medical  and  swimming  bath  water 
were  made  during  the  year  and  proved  satisfactory.  Altera¬ 
tions  made  to  the  purification  plant  of  the  medical  baths  have 
thus  been  shown  to  have  been  a  success. 

Rivers. — Sources  of  pollution  both  inside  and  outside  the 
Borough  were  kept  under  observation. 

Closet  accommodation. — With  the  exception  of  a  few  cot¬ 
tages  at  Lillington  and  Milverton  the  houses  throughout  the 
town  are  equipped  with  water  closets. 

Scavenging. — Approximately  10,064  tons  of  refuse  were 
collected  and  received  at  the  Destructor,  as  compared  with 
10,525  the  previous  year. 
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F.  PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER, 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 


Incidence 

of  Maj 

or 

Infectious 

Diseases 

since  1946 

• 

3 

3 

CO 

•  rH 

-p 

•  i— H 

f  ■  H 

X 

O 

Oh 

y—* 

u 

0 

r~j 

-M 

A  c 

o 

•  *-H  • 

Sh  t-t 

'3 

o 

a 

<D 

a  ^ 

S 1 

a  x 

£ 

Ah 

Oh 

•  i-H 

l-i  5? 

O 

> 

H  0) 

r— * 

a> 

<=i 
e  o 

<d  u 

in 

Q 

m  (h 

W  Ph 

PH 

<  PH 

Ph  Pm 

1946  ... 

— 

12 

41 

1 

53 

— — 

6 

1947  ... 

— 

24 

25 

1 

25 

— 

16 

1948  ... 

— 

2 

28 

— 

14 

— • 

3 

1949  ... 

— 

2 

19 

— 

16 

— 

5 

1950  ... 

— 

2 

14 

— 

12 

5 

5 

1951  ... 

— 

1 

9 

— 

27 

1 

36 

1952  ... 

— 

— 

46 

— 

11 

1 

35 

1953  ... 

— 

— 

46 

— 

49 

10 

39 

Diphtheria. — Once  more  not  a  single  case  of  Diphtheria 
was  notified  during  the  year.  Against  this  very  satisfactory 
record  must  be  set  a  fall  of  over  300  in  the  total  of  children  pro¬ 
tected  against  this  disease.  There  was  an  unusual  prevalence 
of  Poliomyelitis  and  so  the  immunization  programme  was 
largely  suspended  as  a  precaution  during  August,  September 
and  part  of  October  so  that  only  about  one  third  of  the  infants 
born  in  1953  were  immunized  by  the  year's  end. 

The  details  were  as  follows  : — 


1953 

1952 

1951 

Children  under  5  years 

.  306 

384 

490 

Children  5  to  14  years 

.  20 

71 

65 

Childern  given  booster  doses 

317 

506 

609 

Scarlet  Fever. — This  was  again  much  above  the  average 
level  of  the  post-war  years  and,  it  is  probable  that  failure  to 
isolate  children  treated  at  home  from  unnecessary  contacts 
with  other  children  has  played  some  part  in  the  spread.  Not 
one  of  the  46  cases  this  year  was  removed  to  an  Isolation 
Hospital,  a  state  of  affairs  which  would  have  been  almost  un¬ 
thinkable  a  decade  earlier  when  some  three  out  of  every  four 
cases  notified  were  taken  into  an  isolation  hospital. 

Whooping  Cough  ( Pertussis ). — During  1952  the  County 
Council  introduced  a  scheme  of  immunizing  children  under 
school  age  against  Whooping  Cough  and  71  children  were  sub¬ 
mitted  for  inoculation  in  that  year. 
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In  1953,  265  children  were  given  prophylactic  injections 
and  a  combined  Diphtheria/Pertussis  suspended  vaccine  was 
employed  except  for  children  who  had  already  been  immu¬ 
nized  against  Diphtheria  and  were  given  plain  Pertussis 
vaccine.  Reports  are  being  collected  of  all  children,  immunized 
under  this  scheme,  who  subsequently  contract  Whooping 
Cough,  in  order  to  check  on  the  potency  of  the  vaccines  em¬ 
ployed. 

Poliomyelitis. — 1953  was  a  year  of  unusual  prevalence  in 
this  district  and  neighbouring  areas.  The  first  cases  appeared 
in  July  and  August,  1953,  by  which  time  there  had  been  a  size¬ 
able  outbreak  in  the  City  of  Coventry.  Ten  notifications 
received  before  the  end  of  October  were  subsequently  con¬ 
firmed.  All  but  one  of  the  cases  showed  some  paralysis  or 
muscular  weakness.  Only  one  did  not  receive  hospital  treat¬ 
ment  and  here  the  paralysis  was  slight  and  excellent  home 
conditions  allowed  of  nursing  in  isolation.  Four  of  those 
affected  were  children,  three  were  adolescents  and  three 
adults.  One  of  the  adults,  a  married  woman  aged  30  years, 
died  after  several  weeks  in  hospital  from  collapse  of  the  lungs. 


TUBERCULOSIS 


New  Cases. 

Dea 

.ths. 

Age-Periods. 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0 

1-5 

5-10 

10-15 

15-20 

I 

1 

Q 

2 

O 

2 

_ 

1 

- 

_ 

_ 

_ 

20-25 

Q 

O 

5 

I 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

25-35 

8 

9 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

35-45 

5 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— - 

— 

45-55 

6 

2 

— 

1 

2 

— 

- — - 

— 

55-65 

2 

4 

— 

- — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

65  &  upwards 

2 

3 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Totals  ... 

29 

33 

2 

4 

3 

1 

— 

— 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


1933 

1934 

1935 

1936 

1937 

1938 

1939 

Cases 

...  27 

26 

32 

40 

40 

28 

23 

Deaths 

8 

17 

9 

9 

15 

8 

5 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

Cases 

...  43 

26 

40 

45 

43 

42 

38 

Deaths 

...  10 

23 

22 

17 

22 

19 

11 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

Cases 

65 

25 

46 

42 

30 

53 

68 

Deaths 

...  24 

26 

18 

6 

12 

4 

4 

B.C.G. 

Vaccine  was  administered  to  34  persons  of 

whom 

4  were  adults  and  30  children. 


46  cases  of  Tuberculosis  were  admitted  for  treatment  at 
a  Santorium  and  42  were  discharged. 

Tuberculosis. — The  total  of  cases  notified  in  1953  was  the 
highest  for  over  twenty  years.  Undoubtedly  one  of  the  main 
causes  was  the  more  intensive  search  for  infected  persons  both 
by  means  of  contact  tracing  and  other  types  of  survey.  A 
valuable  feature  was  the  visit  to  the  Borough  during  June  of 
the  Mass  Miniature  Radiography  Unit.  A  large  part  of  the 
programme  was  devoted  to  organised  parties  of 

{a)  adults  from  factories,  workshops,  offices  and 
shops ; 

( b )  senior  school  children  ; 

(c)  selected  junior  schoolchildren. 

The  latter  group  (c)  was  obtained  by  patch  testing  of 
children,  whose  parents  had  given  consent,  and  those,  who 
showed  positive  reactions  to  this  skin  sensitivity  test  and 
numbered  between  one-fifth  and  one-quarter  of  those  tested, 
were  offered  free  X-ray  examinations.  This  proportion  was 
roughly  what  had  been  expected  in  view  of  survey  results  in 
other  areas.  The  unit  made  a  short  return  visit  in  the  autumn 
to  complete  arrears  of  their  school  work.  The  final  summary 
of  results  is  given  in  the  following  text. 

MASS  RADIOGRAPHY 

Coventry  Mass  Radiography  Unit  of  Birmingham  Regional 

Board. 

Medical  Director  ...  ...  ...  Dr.  A.  Gordon  Evans 

Dates  of  visiting  Borough  :  June  9th — July  14th  ;  Septem¬ 
ber  30th — October  2nd, 
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Numbers  examined  : 

Male 

4314 

Female  ... 

3639 

Total 

7953 

Cases  of  Tuberculosis  discovered  j  Active 

20* 

and  referred  to  Chest  Clinic 

or  L 

own  doctor  for  advice 

J  Inactive 

76 

Total 

96 

*  Incidence  equals  2.52  per  thousand  persons  examined 
by  X-ray. 


NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948 

Brief  details  follow  of  persons  brought  to  the  Health  Committee’s 
notice  during  the  year  : — 

1.  Mrs.  G — .  A — .  An  elderly  woman  in  her  early  sixties  living 
alone  and  apart  from  her  husband  in  a  substantially  built  house  in  a 
terrace.  Investigations  of  complaints  from  neighbours  revealed  that 
she  was  in  poor  health  and  living  in  a  state  of  gross  filth  and  insanitary 
practices.  Much  of  the  window  glass  was  broken  and  the  house  was  in 
bad  repair.  Proceedings  were  taken  in  Court  as  authorized  and  an 
order  was  obtained  to  remove  her  to  Part  III  accommodation.  Two 
cartloads  of  rubbish  were  collected  from  the  house  and  garden  which 
were  cleansed  at  considerable  expense  to  this  Council. 

2.  Mr.  J — .  B—.  A  man  of  about  70  years  had  for  years  sought 
casual  employment  in  the  town  and  lived  in  a  common  lodging  house. 
He  became  verminous  and  during  cleansing  was  noticed  to  be  poorly 
clad,  weak  and  emaciated.  He  was  entirely  without  means  and  had 
not  had  any  meals  for  some  weeks.  He  refused  to  consider  applying 
for  National  Assistance.  The  help  of  the  Area  Welfare  Officer  was 
enlisted  and  the  man  agreed  after  a  week’s  delay  to  enter  Warwick 
Hospital  voluntarily.  While  there  he  was  found  to  have  advanced 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  no  doubt  aggravated  by  his  privations,  of 
which  he  died  a  few  weeks  later. 

3.  Mrs.  A — .  P — .  This  person  was  reported  last  year  as  having 
caused  a  nuisance.  Further  observation  has  been  kept  but  the  case 
is  not  one  which  could  be  dealt  with  under  this  Act. 

4.  Mrs.  H — .  This  old  lady  was  reported  by  her  doctor  and  health 
visitor  to  be  in  a  dirty  and  feeble  state.  She  was  an  elderly  invalid  and 
apparently  neglected  by  a  dipsomaniac  son.  Some  help  was  arranged 
privately  so  no  further  action  was  attempted  then. 

5.  Miss  D — .  An  elderly  lady,  living  with  her  sister  claimed  that 
she  had  a  disabling  leg  injury  which  warranted  a  pension.  Distress  pro¬ 
ceedings  were  taken  out  for  non-payment  of  rates.  On  investigation  it 
appeared  that  the  troubles  were  largely  financial  and  that  there  was 
no  claim  to  a  disability  pension  but  the  old  lady  obstinately  refused 
to  apply  for  National  Assistance. 
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6.  Mrs.  B — .  This  old  lady  had  been  in  hospital  for  some  weeks 
with  chest  trouble  and  was  found  m  her  slum  cottage  soon  after  dis¬ 
charge  in  a  weak  condition.  A  home  help  was  sent  in  but  fell  foul  of 
the  male  lodger  on  account  of  his  alleged  abuse  and  filthy  habits. 
The  old  lady  made  various  allegations  of  theft,  etc.  which  necessitated 
calling  the  police  before  they  were  disproved.  The  lodger  was  persuaded 
to  leave  the  cottage  but  the  old  lady  became  increasingly  weak  and 
confused  and  it  was  necessary  for  her  to  enter  a  mental  hospital  for 
treatment. 

7.  Mr.  S — .  An  old  man,  about  78  years  old,  brother  to  Case  1, 
lived  alone  for  some  years  and  was  subject  to  “  heart  attacks  ”  which 
his  doctor  thought  were  probably  syncopal  and  caused  by  malnutrition 
and  weakness.  A  conference  of  relatives  was  held  but  nobody  seemed 
able  to  give  the  old  man  a  home.  He  was  at  first  unwilling  but  later 
agreed  to  go  to  a  chronic  hospital  bed  which  had  been  offered  in 
emergency. 

8.  Mrs.  W — .  This  case  was  investigated  by  the  local  health 
authority’s  nursing  officer  and  the  difficulty,  due  solely  to  old  age, 
was  resolved  by  the  supply  of  a  Home  Help. 


CANCER 


The  deaths  ascribed  to  malignant 

disease  were 

classi- 

fied  in  age  groups  as 

follows  : — 

Age  Group. 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Under  50 

3 

7 

10 

50-60  ... 

8 

8 

16 

60-70  ... 

8 

8 

16 

70-80  ... 

10 

13 

23 

80  and  over 

2 

5 

7 

31 

41 

72 

For  the  past  ten  years  cancer  deaths  have  been  as  follows  : 

1945  1946  1947  1948  1949  1950 

66  75  83  88  82  75 

1.87  2.15  2.36  2.42  2.26  2.06 

1952  1953 

91  72 

2.5  1.9 

MORTUARY 

Considerable  use  was  made  of  the  Borough  Mortuary,  as 
92  bodies  were  received  and  there  were  81  post-mortem 
examinations. 


1944 

Total  60 

Death  Rate) 
per  1,000) 

1951 

Total  60 

Death  Rate )  ,  p  . 

Deri, 000]  1,b4r 
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FOOD  AND  DRUGS 

This  year  54  samples  of  ice  cream  were  taken  and  81.4 
per  cent,  were  of  satisfactory  grading.  The  figure  of  18.6 
per  cent,  in  the  Grades  III  and  IV  means  that  ten  of  the  sam¬ 
ples  were  unsatisfactory.  Only  2  of  these  were,  however,  in 
Grade  IV,  so  that  the  results  bear  inspection  better  than  those 
of  the  previous  years.  There  is  still  room  for  a  good  deal  of 
improvement. 

Attention  was  given  to  the  chemical  analysis  of  iced  lollies 
and  there  was  subsequent  correspondence  with  manufacturers. 
Iced  lollies  were,  however,  not  covered  by  the  definition  and 
standards  of  ice  cream  and  there  were  no  standards  of  purity 
laid  down  for  this  product.  Thus,  although  the  lead  content  in 
one  or  two  tests  exceeded  the  amount  which  seemed  permiss¬ 
ible  in  the  view  of  the  Council’s  analyst  and  officers,  it  seemed 
inadvisable  to  take  the  matter  any  further  until  it  had  been 
considered  at  high  level. 

The  H.T.S.T.  milk  pasteurization  plant,  mentioned  in  last 
year’s  report,  was  installed  during  the  year  with  immediate 
and  noticeable  improvement  in  the  sampling  record.  It  is 
therefore  a  pleasure  to  note  the  modernisation  of  a  plant  which 
had  previously  caused  the  Council,  and  its  owner,  some 
anxiety. 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  (MILK,  DAIRIES  AND 
ARTIFICIAL  CREAM)  ACT,  1950. 

SECTION  B. 


Tuberculosis  Milk  Investigation — Routine  Milk 
Samples  for  Biological  Examination  during 
the  year  1953. 


Designation  of  Milk 

Total 
No.  of 
Samples 

No 

Positive 

PASTEURISED  . 

— 

— 

"  TUBERCULIN  TESTED 

(PASTEURISED)  ” 

— 

— 

"  TUBERCULIN  TESTED  ” 

1 

— 

“  ACCREDITED  ”  AND 

NON-GRADE  . 

2 

— 
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HOUSING,  1953 

The  usual  Table  has  been  completed  and  is  being  kept 
for  reference. 

Number  of  houses  built  in  the  town  during  1953  : — 

(a)  By  the  Local  Authority  ...  ...  312 

(b)  By  Private  Enterprise  ...  ...  86 

The  number  of  houses  owned  by  the  Corporation  is  1901 
The  number  of  Prefabricated  Bungalows  is  ...  ...  113 

Houses  converted  into  two  or  more  houses,  or  flats  : — 

Originally  7  houses,  now  15  flats. 

REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 
AND  SHOPS  ACT  INSPECTOR 
for  the  year  ending  December  31st,  1953. 

ADMINISTRATION. 

Complaints. — 514  complaints  were  received  by  the  de¬ 
partment  during  the  year  compared  with  676  received  last 
year.  The  matters  complained  about  were  as  follows  : — 


Housing  complaints  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  249 

Nuisances  from  smoke,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  9 

Nuisances  from  animals  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Offensive  accumulations  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

Rats  and  Mice  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  179 

Other  vermin  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  27 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  27 


Notices. — The  total  number  of  notices  sent  out  during  the 
year  was  281,  of  which  17  were  formal  and  264  informal.  By 
the  end  of  the  year  223  notices  had  been  complied  with. 

Health  Education. — Five  talks  on  the  work  of  the  depart¬ 
ment  and  allied  public  health  subjects  were  given  by  the  Chief 
Sanitary  Inspector  during  the  year. 

Summary  of  visits  and  inspections  and  work  done  during  the 


year. 

Visits  in  relation  to  notifiable  infectious  diseases  ...  104 

Rooms  disinfected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  49 

Steam  oisinfections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  48 

Books  disinfected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Bundles  of  clothing  disinfected  ...  ...  ...  9 

Rooms  disinfested  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  101 

Premises  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Persons  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Inspections  of  food  shops  and  premises  ...  ...  463 

factories  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  42 

dairies  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  33 

common  lodging  house  ...  ...  12 
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Housing  Inspections,  re-inspections  and  inspections  of 


work  in  progress  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12*32 

Housing  allocation  enquiries  ...  ...  ...  ...  415 

Drains  tested  by  smoke  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

chemically  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

New  dustbins  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Offensive  accumulations  removed  ...  ...  ...  17 

Smoke  nuisances  abated  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Nuisances  from  animals  abated  ...  ...  ...  6 

Smoke  observations  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  69 

Rodent  Control  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  99 

Merchandise  Marks  Act  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  110 

National  Assistance  Act  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  32 

Pets  Act  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Rag  Flock  Act  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Samples  of  food  and  drugs  taken  for  analysis  ...  ...  157 

Other  samples  taken  for  bacteriological  examination  : — 

Ice  Cream  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  54 

Milk  (Special  Designations)  ...  ...  ...  126 

Water — Swimming  Bath  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Therapeutic  Pool  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Other  .  2 


HOUSING 

The  inspection  of  dwelling-houses  and  the  inspection  of 
repair  works  in  progress  take  up  the  greater  part  of  the  Sani¬ 
tary  Inspectors  time. 

The  total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  during  the 
year  was  366  and  for  this  purpose  729  inspections  were  made. 
77  houses  were  recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations. 

71  houses  were  found  to  be  in  a  state  so  dangerous  or 
injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  and 
249  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit. 

205  were  made  fit  as  a  result  of  informal  action  by  the 
department  and  14  following  the  service  of  statutory  notices. 

One  basement  upon  which  there  was  a  Closing  Order 
prohibiting  its  use  for  human  habitation  was  rendered  fit  and 
the  Order  was  then  determined. 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  on  3  houses  and  3  were 
demolished.  9  houses  were  Closed,  this  being  an  alternative 
method  now  available  to  the  local  authority  in  cases  where  1 
would  be  impracticable  to  require  demolition. 

Closing  Orders  were  made  on  5  basements. 
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During  the  year  a  Public  Enquiry  was  held  by  an  Inspec¬ 
tor  of  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Town  Planning  into  the 
Corporation’s  application  for  a  Compulsory  Purchase  Order  in 
respect  of  the  Brook  Street  Clearance  Area,  comprising  47 
dwelling-houses.  The  Order  was  later  confirmed  without 
amendment. 

A  small  Clearance  Area  consisting  of  6  houses  in  Kenil¬ 
worth  Street  was  also  represented  during  the  year. 

The  number  of  houses  built  by  the  local  authority  in  1953 
was  312  and  by  private  enterprise  86.  The  total  number  now 
owned  by  the  corporation  is  1901  and  113  prefabricated  bunga¬ 
lows.  In  addition  7  houses  were  converted  into  15  flats. 

CARAVANS 

There  are  now  no  licenced  caravan  sites  within  the  bor¬ 
ough  boundary  but  one  application  for  a  licence  to  station 
one  caravan  on  a  building  site  was  granted  during  the  year. 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938 

157  samples  of  food  and  drugs  were  submitted  to  the 
Public  Analyst  during  the  year  who  certified  149  to  be  gen¬ 
uine  and  8  not  genuine.  Details  of  the  food  and  drugs  samples, 
all  of  which  were  informal  samples,  are  given  in  the  table  below. 

The  number  of  milk  samples  is  lower  than  in  previous 
years.  This  is  because  most  of  the  milk  sold  in  the  borough  is 
pasteurised  and  is  mixed  before  being  processed,  and  sampling 
of  the  milk  coming  into  the  town  is  done  by  the  County  Samp¬ 
ling  Officer  before  delivery  to  the  pasteurising  plant. 

Not 

Genuine  Genuine 


Baking  powder  ...  ...  ...  2 

Fish  paste  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Meat  paste  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Fish  cakes  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Doughnuts  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Tomato  ketchup  ...  ...  ...  3 

Coffee  ...  ...  ...  *  ...  2 

Pork  sausage  ...  ...  ...  1 

Tomatoes  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Milk  .  ...  28 

Salad  cream  ...  ...  ...  3 

Coffe  and  chicory  ...  ...  3 

Vanilla  essence  ...  ...  ...  1 
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Not 

Genuine 

Genuine 

Ice  cream  ... 

3 

— 

Almond  essence 

•  •  • 

1 

— 

Cochineal  ... 

•  •  • 

1 

— 

Table  salt 

•  •  • 

2 

— 

Lemonade  crystals 

•  •  • 

1 

— 

Malt  vinegar 

•  .  • 

1 

— 

Pickles 

•  •  • 

1 

— 

Sauce 

•  •  • 

3 

— 

Gravy  browning  . . . 

•  •  • 

3 

— 

Mineral  water 

•  •  • 

3 

— 

Tapioca 

•  •  • 

2 

— 

Dried  peas 

•  •  • 

9 

•  •  •  — ' 

1 

Shredded  suet 

•  •  • 

3 

— 

Coconut 

•  •  • 

2 

— 

Cocoa 

•  •  • 

2 

— 

Semolina 

•  •  • 

2 

— 

Glace  cherries 

•  •  • 

1 

— 

Candied  peel 

•  •  • 

1 

— 

Iced  lollies 

•  •  • 

4 

o 

o 

Cheesecake  mixture 

1 

— 

Coconut  cake  mixture  (sweetened)  — 

1 

Rosehip  syrup 

•  «  • 

1 

— 

Haliborange 

•  •  • 

1 

— 

Halibut  Oil  capsules 

•  •  • 

1 

— 

Iodized  Throat  lozenges 

... 

2 

— 

Vitamin  Tonic 

•  •  • 

1 

— 

Vitamin  B  tablets 

•  •  • 

1 

— 

Vitamin  C  tablets  ... 

•  •  • 

2 

— 

Quinine  &  Cinnamon 

•  •  • 

. . .  — 

1 

Acriflavine  Jelly  ... 

... 

3 

— 

Zinc  Ointment 

•  •  » 

3 

— 

Boracic  Ointment  ... 

•  •  • 

3 

— 

Sulphur  Ointment 

... 

3 

— 

Glauber’s  Salts 

•  •  • 

5 

1 

Tincture  of  Quinine 

•  •  • 

3 

1 

Bicarbonate  of  soda 

•  *  • 

2 

— 

Tincture  of  Iodine 

•  •  • 

8 

— 

Cod  Liver  Oil 

•  •  • 

1 

— 

Liquid  Paraffin 

•  •  . 

2 

— 

Cough  mixture 

. . . 

2 

— 

Total . 

*  t  * 

t  ♦  t 

157 
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In  the  case  of  the  dried  peas  the  sample  was  found  to  be 
grub  infested.  The  shopkeeper  willingly  surrendered  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  the  stock  which  he  had  had  some  time  and  it  was 
destroyed.  The  labels  were  incorrect  in  the  case  of  the  tincture 
of  quinine  and  the  coconut  cake  mixture.  Stocks  still  in  hand 
were  withdrawn  from  sale  and  proper  labels  substituted.  The 
quinine  and  cinnamon  sample  was  found  to  be  deficient  in 
ammonia  due  to  prolonged  storage.  The  rest  of  the  stock  was 
withdrawn  from  sale  as  was  the  Glauber’s  salts  which  were  un¬ 
satisfactory  due  to  the  same  cause. 


UNSOUND  FOOD. 

Quantities  and  description  of  food  found  to  be  unsound 
and  surrendered  for  destruction  as  being  unfit  for  human 
consumption. 

Miscellaneous  Tinned  Foodstuffs  :  4,374. 

Miscellaneous  Bottled  Foodstuffs  :  70. 

Miscellaneous  Packeted  Foodstuffs  :  293. 

Cheese  :  186Jlbs. 

Turkeys  :  2. 

Beef  Sausages  :  1241bs. 

Pork  Sausages  :  4761bs. 

Cooked  Ham  :  507 Jibs. 

Fish  :  30  stones. 

Flour  :  691bs. 

Salami :  11b. 

Fishcakes  :  81bs. 

Black  Pudding  :  lOlbs. 

Faggots  :  21bs. 

Haslet  :  41bs. 

Pork  pies  :  221bs. 

Egyptian  onions  :  11  Jibs. 

Rabbits  :  431bs. 

Cake  :  5 Jibs. 

Butter  Beans  :  lib. 

Bacon  :  15Jlbs. 

Salted  Mixed  Nuts  :  362  tins. 

Seedless  Raisins  :  3051bs. 

Cooked  Mutton  :  1321bs. 

Beef  :  1351bs. 

Rice  :  lib. 

Eggs  :  1  doz. 

Butter  :  81bs. 

Margarine  :  221bs. 

Frozen  Peas  :  92  cases. 
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Pork  :  45lbs. 

Pork  Rains  and  Tails  :  2401bs. 

Reasons  for  condemnation  were  in  the  case  of  canned 
foods,  blown,  holed  or  rusted  cans  ;  in  the  case  of  bottled 
foods,  broken  glass  or  defective  caps  ;  in  other  cases  the  causes 
were  contamination  or  decomposition. 


MILK  (SPECIAL  DESIGNATIONS)  REGULATIONS,  1949 

Licences  issued  during  the  year  under  the  above  Regulations  : 


Dealers  (Pasteurisers)  Licence .  1 

Supplementary  Licences  for  Pasteurised  Milk .  3 

Supplementary  Licences  for  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  3 

Dealers  Licences  for  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  .  24 

Dealers  Licences  for  Pasteurised  Milk  . 23 

Dealers  Licences  for  Accredited  Milk .  1 


Samples  of  milk  were  taken  regularly  for  bacteriological 
examination  and  the  results  are  set  out  below  : 


Designation 

No. 

Nature  of  Tests 

Passed 

Tailed 

Pasteurised 

60 

Phosphatase 

50 

10 

Methylene  Blue 

46 

3  (11*) 

Tuberculin 

Tested 

63 

Phosphatase 

44 

19 

(Pasteurised) 

Methylene  Blue 

48 

4  (11*) 

Accredited 

2 

Methylene  Blue 

2 

— 

Tuberculin 

Tested 

1 

Methylene  Blue 

1 

— 

*  Test  void  on  account  of  high  temperature. 


Results  of  the  bacteriological  examination  of  samples  of 


ICE  CREAM  : 

Grade  1  . 23 . 42.6%  j 

Grade  2  . 21 . 38,8%  j 

Grade  3  .  8 . 14.8%  ) 

Grade  4  .  2 .  3.8%  j 


Satisfactory. 

Unsatisfactory. 


These  results  show  an  improvement  on  those  obtained  last 
year. 
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CANAL  BOATS 

There  are  no  boats  on  the  Register  and  none  were  in¬ 
spected  during  the  year.  Very  few  boats  now  stop  in  the  town, 
so  that  opportunities  for  inspecting  them  are  infrequent,  but 
of  those  seen  passing  along  the  canal  within  the  borough 
boundaries,  all  were  observed  to  be  in  good  repair  and  cor¬ 
rectly  marked  as  required  by  the  Regulations. 

FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  and  1948 

Enforcement  of  the  provisions  of  these  Acts  rests  with  two 
bodies,  the  Ministrv  of  Labour  and  National  Service  and  the 
Local  Authority,  there  being  well-defined  duties  shared  by 
H.M.  Inspectors  of  Lactories  and  by  Sanitary  Inspectors. 

Lor  the  purposes  of  the  Acts  factories  are  classified  as  : 

(a)  where  mechanical  power  is  used,  and 

(b)  where  mechanical  power  is  not  used. 

Local  Authorities  are  responsible  for  enforcing  the  pro¬ 
visions  relating  to  sanitary  accommodation  in  both  (a) and  (b) 
but  other  matters  relating  to  health  are  only  enforced  by  them 
in  (b),  such  as  cleanliness,  overcrowding,  temperature,  venti¬ 
lation  and  drainage  in  addition  to  sanitary  accommodation. 

The  following  tables  detail  the  work  done  by  the  Sani¬ 
tary  Inspectors  during  the  year  : 

Number  on  Number  of 


Register 

Inspections 

Lactories,  Class  (a)  . 

.  214 

19 

Lactories,  Class  (b)  . 

.  120 

35 

Other  premises  . 

.  13 

32 

Totals . 

.  347 

86 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found 

:  5. 

Details  as  under  : — 

Found 

Remedied 

Want  of  Cleanliness 

2 

.  2 

Ineffective  drainage  of 

floors 

1 

1 

Insufficient  sanitary  accom- 

modation  ... 

2 

2 

Total 

5 

5 
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PET  ANIMALS  ACT,  1951 

This  act  came  into  force  in  1952,  and  is  designed  to  regu¬ 
late  the  sale  of  pet  animals. 

Local  authorities  have  power  to  grant  licences  to  persons 
to  keep  pet  shops  which  they  approve  and  these  licences 
specify  the  conditions  which  must  be  observed. 

There  was  one  licence  issued  during  the  year  and  six 
inspections  were  made  of  the  premises. 

RODENT  CONTROL 
Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1951 

1550  inspections  of  properties  were  made  during  the  year. 
The  number  of  infestations  treated  were  as  under  : 


Private  dwellings  .  143 

Business  premises .  3 

Corporation  properties .  33 


In  addition  the  sewers  were  treated  twice. 

It  is  not  generally  realised  that  the  responsibility  for  des¬ 
troying  rats  and  mice  rests  on  owners  and  occupiers  of  land. 
The  occupier  is  required  to  give  notice  in  writing  to  the  local 
authority  when  it  comes  to  his  notice  that  rats  or  mice  are 
living  on  or  resorting  to  his  land  in  substantial  numbers.  The 
local  authority  may  call  upon  owners  or  occupiers  to  take 
reasonable  steps  to  destroy  rats  or  mice  and  to  keep  their 
premises  free  from  them. 

The  department  undertakes  to  destroy  rats  and  mice  on 
private  property  as  a  free  service,  and  on  business  premises  at  a 
reasonable  charge,  but  this  service  does  not  relieve  owners  or 
occupiers  of  their  primary  responsibility  in  the  matter. 

In  co-operation  with  the  Infestation  Control  Division  of 
the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  an  exhibition  of 
methods  of  rodent  control  was  staged  at  the  Leamington  Spa 
Horticultural  Society’s  Annual  Show,  which  attracted  con¬ 
siderable  attention. 

RAG  FLOCK  AND  OTHER  FILLING  MATERIAL  ACT,  1951 

This  Act  is  designed  to  secure  the  use  of  clean  filling 
materials  in  the  upholstery  and  allied  trades,  and  regulations 
have  been  made  prescribing  the  standards  of  cleanliness  to 
which  these  materials  must  conform. 

Premises  are  required  to  be  registered  where  specified 
filling  materials  are  used  in  the  manufacture  of  bedding,  toys 
baby  carriages  and  other  articles  of  upholstery,  but  re-con¬ 
ditioning  of  upholstery  can  be  done  on  unregistered  premises. 
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Premises  are  required  to  be  licensed  where  rag-flock  is  manu¬ 
factured  or  stored  for  distribution  to  registered  premises. 
No  premises  were  registered  or  licensed  in  the  borough  during 
the  year. 


MERCHANDISE  MARKS  ACT,  1926 

Regulations  made  under  this  Act  require  shopkeepers  to 
mark  certain  imported  goods  or  produce  with  an  indication  of 
origin.  The  manner  in  which  this  is  to  be  done  is  laid  down  in 
the  regulations. 

During  the  year  110  visits  were  made  to  shops,  and  12 
shopkeepers  were  cautioned  for  failing  to  mark  imported 
tomatoes  with  a  proper  indication  of  origin.  Shopkeepers 
have  regularly  to  be  reminded  that  for  the  purpose  of  these 
regulations  the  Channel  Islands  are  not  regarded  as  being 
part  of  Great  Britain,  and  consequently  tomatoes  from  these 
islands  must  be  marked  with  an  indication  of  origin. 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948 

The  department  is  concerned  with  two  sections  of  this 
Act,  one  whereby  persons  in  need  of  care  and  attention  can 
be  removed  to  suitable  accommodation  (dealt  with  by  the 
Area  Medical  Officer  of  Health  on  page  12)  and  the  other, 
which  lays  on  the  local  authority  the  duty  of  causing  to  be 
buried  or  cremated  the  body  of  any  person  who  has  died  or 
been  found  dead  in  their  area,  in  any  case  where  no  suitable 
arrangements  for  the  disposal  of  the  body  have  been  made 
otherwise  than  by  the  authority. 

One  such  case  was  dealt  with  by  the  department  during 
the  year. 

SHOPS  ACT,  1950 

Frequent  tours  of  the  town  were  made  during  the  year 
in  order  to  ascertain  whether  the  requirements  of  the  Shop 
Act  and  the  regulations  made  thereunder  were  being  observed. 
A  summary  of  these  observations  follow  : — 

Sunday  Trading  ...  ...  ...  *  16 

Half-day  Closing  ...  ...  ...  35 

Evening  Hours  ...  ...  ...  ...  43 

Exhibition  of  notices,  etc.  ...  ...  26 

The  undermentioned  contraventions  were  found  and 
dealt  with  either  verbally  or  by  letter  : — 

Failing  to  close  at  the  prescribed 

times  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Failing  to  exhibit  the  required  notices  9 


METEOROLOGICAL  REPORT,  1953 
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METEOROLOGICAL  AVERAGES  OF 
LEAMINGTON  SPA. 


For  the 

73  Years,  1881-1953 

For  the  39 
years,  1912 
to  1950. 

Month. 

Means 
of  Barom. 
9  a.m. 

Air  Temperature. 

Rainfall. 

Sunshine 

Max. 

Min. 

Inches. 

Days. 

Hours. 

January  ... 

29.93 

44,5 

34.2 

2.17 

16 

41.4 

February 

29.96 

45.2 

34.4 

1.62 

13 

59.8 

March 

29.96 

50.1 

36.1 

1.68 

14 

101.4 

April 

29.93 

54.8 

39.1 

1.91 

15 

134.5 

May 

29.96 

62.8 

44.7 

2.03 

13 

179.5 

June 

30.02 

67.7 

49.7 

1.59 

12 

189.7 

July 

29.95 

70.3 

53.5 

2.34 

14 

168.7 

August  . . . 

29.88 

69.7 

52.9 

2.35 

14 

163.2 

September 

30.00 

64.7 

48.9 

2.07 

12 

122.7 

October  ... 

29.96 

57.4 

42.6 

2.29 

15 

92.8 

November 

29.89 

48.9 

37.7 

2.35 

15 

51.5 

December 

29.92 

45.7 

36.0 

2.19 

16 

35.9 

Means  and 
Totals  ... 

29.95 

56.8 

42.5 

24.59 

169 

1341.1 
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Table  II. 

BOROUGH  OF  ROYAL  LEAMINGTON  SPA. 


Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1953  and  Previous 

Years. 


«*■ 

Year. 

1 

Population  estimated  to  Middle 
of  each  Year. 

Births. 

Nett  Deaths  belonging 
to  the  District. 

Nett. 

Under  1  Year 
of  age. 

At  all  Ages. 

2 

3 

<V 

4— ' 

P3 

-2 

Ph 

o 

4 

0,  Number. 

Rate  per  1,000 
®  Nett  Births. 

hi 

-Q 

g 

5 

£ 

7 

Ph 

8 

1946 

34,720 

662 

19.1 

24 

36 

477 

13.7 

1947 

35,170 

687 

19.5 

18 

26 

484 

13.5 

1948 

36,210 

661 

13.3 

19 

29 

461 

12.7 

1949 

36,020 

648 

18.0 

24 

37 

488 

13.5 

1950 

36,370 

581 

16.0 

17 

29.3 

463 

12.7 

1951 

36,520 

571 

15.7 

14 

24.5 

507 

13.9 

1952 

36,73.0 

601 

16.4 

13 

21.6 

461 

12.5 

1953 

37,390 

684 

18.3 

17 

24.9 

4g2 

11.6 

VITAL  STATISTICS  IN  ENGLAND  AND  WALES,  1953. 

England  and  Wales. 

Birth-rate,  Death-rate,  and  Infantile  Mortality  during  the  Year  1953. 

( Provisional  Figures). 

Annual  Rate  per  1,000  Population.  Deaths  imder 


Live 

Birth.s 

Still 

Births. 

Deaths. 

one  year  to 
1,000  Births 

England  and  Wales 

15  5 

0.35 

11.4 

26.8 

160  Great  Towns,  including  London 

17.0 

0.43 

12.2 

30.8 

160  Smaller  Towns  ... 

15.7 

0.34 

11.3 

24.3 

London 

17.5 

0.38 

12.5 

24.8 
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Table  III. 

BOROUGH  OF  ROYAL  LEAMINGTON  SPA. 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  Notified  during  the  Year 

1953. 


Notifiable  Disease. 

Number  of  Cases  notified. 

Total  cases  removed 

to  Hospital. 

At  all  Ages. 

At  Ages — Years. 

Under  1. 

1  to  5. 

5  to  15. 

15  to  25. 

25  to  45. 

45  to  65. 

65  and 

upwards. 

Small-pox 

Plague 

Diphtheria  (including  Mem- 

bra, nous  (Ironp) 

Erysipelas 

16 

4 

4 

6 

2 

Scarlet  Fever 

46 

8 

32 

6 

Typhus  Fever 

Enteric  Fever 

Pneumonia 

49 

2 

10 

6 

4 

5 

12 

10 

2 

Malaria 

1 

1 

Dysentery 

3 

1 

1 

1 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

39 

10 

29 

39 

Meningococcal  Infection 

2 

2 

2 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  (including 

10 

1 

2 

1 

3 

3 

9 

Polioencephalitis) 

Whooping  Cough 

166 

15 

79 

68 

2 

2 

Encephalitis  Lethargiea 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

1 

1 

Measles 

302 

7 

140 

143 

10 

2 

. 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

62 

1 

3 

12 

27 

14 

5 

42 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

6 

1 

3 

1 

1 

Food  Poisoning 

3 

2 

1 

Totals 

706 

29 

243 

254 

49 

81 

33 

17 

94 

28 


Table  IV. 

BOROUGH  OF  ROYAL  LEAMINGTON  SPA. 
Causes  of  Death  during  the  Year  1953 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 

MALES. 

FEMALES. 

j  1  Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

3 

1 

2  Tuberculosis,  other 

— 

— 

3  Syphilitic  disease... 

3 

1 

4  Diphtheria 

— 

— 

5  Whooping  cough 

— 

— 

6  Meningococcal  infections 

1 

— 

7  Acute  poliomyelitis 

— 

1 

8  Measles 

- — 

— 

9  Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

— 

— 

10  Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  ... 

4 

5 

11  Malignant  neoplasm,  lung, bronchus  ... 

11 

i 

12  Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

— 

10 

13  Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

— 

4 

14  Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neo¬ 
plasms 

16 

21 

15  Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

1 

2 

16  Diabetes 

— 

— 

17  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

13 

33 

18  Coronary  disease,  angina 

35 

21 

19  Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

3 

3 

20  Other  heart  disease 

28 

61 

21  Other  circulatory  disease 

6 

12 

22  Influenza 

4 

8 

23  Pneumonia 

10 

10 

24  Bronchitis... 

14 

12 

25  Other  disease  of  respiratory  system  ... 

2 

• — 

26  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

3 

3 

27  Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

— 

— 

28  Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

1 

3 

29  Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

4 

— 

30  Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

— 

— 

31  Congenital  malformations 

1 

— 

32  Otner  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

22 

21 

33  Motor  vehicle  accidents 

1 

— 

34  All  other  accidents 

3 

3 

35  Suicide 

4 

3 

36  Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

— 

— 

All  causes 

193 

239 

